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DISTRICT ATTORNEYS ASSOCIATION OF THE STATE OF 

NEW YORK CALLS FOR FUNDING FOR CHILD 
ADVOCACY CENTERS AND VICTIM SERVICES 

  
August 25 – After cuts to funds to Child Advocacy Centers (CACs) 
and Victim Services programs all over the state, the District Attorneys 
Association of the State of New York (DAASNY), in a letter to 
Governor Kathy Hochul, asked the state to fill gaps in federal funding 
and dedicate money in the state budget to maintain critical victim 
services.  
 
The federal Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) Victim Assistance Grant 
Program funds the state’s network of CACs and other victim services 
programs. Recent award letters notified many program service 
providers that their awards were considerably reduced and, in some 
cases, completely defunded.  
 
“Layoffs of staff or elimination of programs and services for victims 
of crime will be inevitable unless funding is restored,” said Suffolk 
County District Attorney Raymond Tierney, President, District 
Attorneys Association of the State of New York.   
 
District Attorneys’ offices and other law enforcement rely on victim 
advocates to provide expert, trauma-informed care to interview 
victims and to help victims cope with the trauma and experience of 
horrific situations. They also help victims and their families connect 
to appropriate services.  
 
“These losses are particularly troubling given the vital role that CACs, 
victim advocates and social workers play in the successful 
investigation and prosecution of cases involving child and adult 
sexual abuse, physical abuse, severe neglect, domestic violence, and 
many other sensitive crimes,” said President Tierney. “Without victim 
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advocates, prosecutors cannot successfully investigate and prosecute 
crime or seek justice for victims.” 
 
Theresa Roth, Executive Director of the New York State Children’s 
Alliance, Inc., said: “When a child has experienced abuse, they should 
never be the one to pay the price for an unstable funding system. We 
owe it to every child to make sure the support they need to feel safe 
and begin to heal is there when they need it.” 
 
The cuts will completely eliminate funding for six centers, while other 
CACs will experience a significant decrease in funding that may result 
in elimination of some services.  
 
DAASNY’s full letter is attached.  
 
DAASNY was formed in 1909 as an organization for prosecutors in 
the State of New York, to provide for the exchange of information and 
views with respect to the conduct of their offices, the New York State 
criminal justice system, and the criminal law and its operation. 
DAASNY encourages and fosters communication, cooperation, 
training, and consultation among and on behalf of the district 
attorneys and their staffs for matters concerning the prosecution of 
crime in New York State and the improvement of the legal system. It is 
DAASNY’s collegial approach and the fostering of communication 
between offices both large and small, upstate and downstate, with a 
particular emphasis on ethical issues facing prosecutors, that helps to 
ensure greater fairness, transparency, and accuracy in the criminal 
justice system.  
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